Florida. “If this sounds wrong to
you, that’s because it is funda-
mentally wrong.”

Kerry appealed for support
from Jewish voters in Florida,
which has the fifth-highest per-
centage of Jewish population in
the United States. The state al-
so determined the outcome of
the 2000 election.

Judge dismisses
Utah monument suit

SALT LAKE CITY - A federal
judge on Monday affirmed Pres-
ident Clinton’s establishment in
1996 of the Grand Staircase-Es-
calante National Monument, a
vast expanse in southern Utah
nearly the size of Delaware and
Rhode Island combined.

The judge dismissed a 1997
lawsuit brought by Utah coun-
ties that claimed the president
had overstepped his powers by
using a 90-year-old law to create
the monument.

Clinton’s decision to desig-
nate 1.7 million acres of
canyons, cliffs and plateaus as a
monument angered Utah politi-
cians, who said the action was
unconstitutional. They argued
that he used the 1906 Antiquities
Act as a subterfuge to create
wilderness - something they
said only Congress could do.

The law gives the president
authority to create national mon-
uments. Clinton’s use of the law
was its first in more than two
decades. On monument lands,
grazing, mining, logging and sim-
ilar activities can be prohibited.

Man charged in
12 strangling deaths

KANSAS CITY, MO. ~ An em-
ployee at a trash-hauling com-
pany has been charged with
strangling 12 women or girls in
an arrest authorities said was
made possible by new DNA
technology. '

Authorities said Lerenzo J.
Gilyard, 53, preyed on prosti-
tutes and teenage girls from
1977 to 1993, sexually assaulting
all but one of the victims and
strangling them with items in-
cluding nylon stockings, shoe
strings and wire.

The hodies — most of them
nude or partly clothed ~ turned
up in various places around
Kansas City over the years - an
abandoned van, a field, a park-
ing lot, a snow drift.

From News wire reports

many records.

At the heart of most questions
is the Jefferson County Sheriff’s
Office, which responded to the
massacre and led the official in-
vestigation. Its track record is

five months before the ram-
page, the two- stalk through
Columbine itself, offering hit
man services to classmates
tired of being bullied.

Harris and Klebold were ar-

Study says thousands
in prison are innocent

Belief based on people
convicted of murder or
rape, then exonerated

BY ADAM LIPTAK
The New York Times

A comprehensive study of 328
criminal cases over the last 15
years in which the convicted per-
son was exonerated suggests
that there are thousands of inno-
cent people in prison today.

Almost all of the exonerations
were in murder and rape cases,
and that implies, according to the
study, that many innocent people
have been convicted of less seri-
ous crimes. But the study says
they benefited from neither the
intense scrutiny that murder
cases tend to receive nor from
the DNA evidence that can cate-
gorically establish the innocence
of people convicted of rape.

Prosecutors, however, have
questioned some of the method-
ology used in the study, which
was prepared at the University
of Michigan and supervised by a
law professor there, Samuel R.
Gross. They say that the num-
ber of exonerations is quite
small when compared with the
number of convictions during
the 15-year period. About 2 mil-
lion people are in American
prisons and jails.

The study identified 199 mur-
der exonerations, 73 of them in
capital cases. It also found 120
rape exonerations. Only nine
cases involved other crimes. In
more than half of the cases, the
defendants had been in prison

‘for more than 10 years.

The study’s authors said they
picked 1989 as a starting point
because that was the year of the
first DNA exoneration. Of the
328 exonerations they identified
in the intervening years, 145 in-
volved DNA evidence.

In 88 percent of the rape cas-
es in the study, DNA evidence
helped free the inmate. But bio-

logical evidence is far less likely
to be available or provide defini-
tive proof in other kinds of cas-
es. Only 20 percent of the mur-
der exonerations involved DNA
evidence, and almost all of those
were rape-murders.

The study, which will be pre-

sented Friday at a conference of
defense lawyers in Austin,
Texas, also found that very dif-
ferent factors contributed to
wrongful convictions in rape
and murder cases.

Some 90 percent of false con-
victions in. the rape cases in-
volved misidentification by wit-
nesses, very often across races.
In particular, the study says
black men make up a dispropor-
tionate number of exonerated
rape defendants.

The racial mix of those exon-
erated, in general, mirrored
that of the prison population,
and the mix of those exonerated
of murder mirrored the mix of
those convicted of murder. But
while 29 percent of those in
prison for rape are black, 65 per-
cent of those who exonerated of
the crime are.

Interracial rapes are, more-
over, unncommon. Rapes of white
women by black men, for in-
stance, represent fewer than 10
percent of all rapes, according to
the Justice Department. But in
half of the rape exonerations
where racial data was available,
black men were falsely convict-
ed of raping white women.

“The most obvious explana-
tion for this racial disparity is
probably also the most power-
ful,” the study says. “White
Americans are much more like-
ly to mistake one black person
for another than to do the same
for members of their own race.”

On the other hand, the lead-
ing causes of wrongful convic-
tions for murder are, the study
found, false confessions and
perjury by co-defendants, in-
formants, police officers or
forensic scientists.
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Subscription rates:

7-day‘de|ivery by news carrier - $12.50 per v
7-day delivery by motor delivery - $39 per q
Sunday only home delivery - $2.00 per week
* Includes Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labc
Christmas, New Years Day , Selected Weekda;

Home Delivery: To start a subscription, or t«
report a missing paper, (734) 994-6744 or (8

Classified advertising: To place a classified
or (800) 589-9888

Retail advertising: To place a display ad cal

Bulleti

Bulletin Board rates are set on a per
day basis: 1-2 days, $6.65 per line;

$6.08 per line; 5-6 days, $5.56 per |i
days, $4.94 per line (2 line minimun
be consecutive days).

® A .M.Services, Inc. Lawnmow-
ing, fertilization & weed control
since 1975! Free Estimate and
79-page guide “Secrets To A
Great Lawn"” 973-0930

o Abandon, Abandon Search!
Spring yard clean-up, bush,
shrub, tree trimming/removal,
mowing, etc. Top-soil/mulch.
Loy’'s Landscaping 668-1236

® Ann Arbor Academy A unigue
school for students w/unique
learning styles including those
w/language processing & atten-
tion issues, is hosting an infor-
mation meeting, Sun, 4/25, 2-
4pm. Please call now for fall
placement: 734-747-6641

® Baking? Roasting? Entertain-
ing? Kitchen Port 665-9188.

® Brazamerica - Travel Services
Brazil starts from $585. Corpo-
rate Accounts accepted, Trans-
fer Money World Wide, & World
Wide Calling Cards. 621 S. Main
St., (734) 945-7715.

o Clean Your Files Day, April
22,2004 Call Recycle Ann Arbor
for more info, (734) 662-6288.
www.recycleannarbor.org
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